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Dear William,

Thank you for drawing my attention to the petition from Mr Philip Worth which calls on the
National Assembly of Wales to make all primary schools to teach through the medium of
Welsh. | understand that the purpose of this is to ensure that all pupils become bilingual in
both English and Welsh. The petition also calls for the Welsh Government to draw up a
preliminary plan of action.

The Welsh Government is committed to seeing the Welsh language thrive and views the
education system as a key means of ensuring this. The Welsh-medium Education Strategy
aims to

To have an education and training system that responds in a planned way to the
growing demand for Welsh-medium education, reaches out to and reflects our
diverse Communities and enables an increase in the number of people of all ages
and backgrounds who are fluent in Welsh and able to use the language with their
families, in their communities and in the workplace.

One of the key measures introduced for planning Welsh-medium education, introduced by
the Strategy, was the Welsh in Education Strategic Plan. As a result of the School
Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013, these plans became a statutory requirement
for all local authorities. The statutory guidance for these Plans asks local authorities how
they intend to extend the provision of Welsh-medium education.

In addition to this, the Welsh Second Language Action Plan has introduced a project in the
primary schools of two secondary school clusters to support the teaching of Welsh through
the medium of curriculum subjects.
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The National Sabbatical Scheme also supports teachers to gain the skills necessary to
teach Welsh and subjects through the medium of Welsh.

The implementation of the Welsh-medium Education Strategy goes some way towards
fulfilling the request of the petition. However, the Strategy also acknowledges that not all
parents will want their children to be educated through the medium of Welsh and that is why
we are exploring the best ways to ensure that these pupils should also have better
opportunities to develop Welsh-language skills which enrich their experience of living in a
bilingual country.

Under the circumstances outlined above, | do not think it is appropriate to agree to this
petition.
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Annwyl William,

Diolch am dynnu fy sylw at y ddeiseb yn enw Mr Philip Worth sy’n galw ar y Cynulliad
Cenedlaethol i wneud pob ysgol gynradd yn ysgol fydd yn dysgu drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg.
Rwyf yn deall mai pwrpas yr alwad hon yw sicrhau y daw pob disgybl yn rhugl yn'y
Gymraeg a Saesneg. Mae’r ddeiseb hefyd yn galw ar Lywodraeth Cymru i ddrafftio cynllun
gweithredu.

Mae Llywodraeth Cymru’n ymrwymedig i weld y Gymraeg yn ffynnu ac yn barnu bod y
system addysg yn allweddol er mwyn sicrhau hyn. Nod y Strategaeth Addysg Cyfrwng

Cymraeg yw:

Cael system addysg a hyfforddiant sy’n ymateb mewn ffordd wedi’i chynllunio i’r galw
cynyddol am addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg, sy’n cyrraedd ein cymunedau amrywiol ac yn
eu hadlewyrchu ac sy’n sicrhau cynnydd yn nifer y bobl o bob oedran a chefndir sy’n
rhugl yn y Gymraeg ac sy’n gallu defnyddio’r iaith gyda’u teuluoedd, yn eu
cymunedau ac yn y gweithle.

Un o’r camau pwysicaf a gyflwynwyd ar gyfer cynllunio addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg gan y
Strategaeth oedd Cynllun Strategol y Gymraeg mewn Addysg. O ganlyniad i basio Ddeddf
Safonau a Threfniadaeth Ysgol (Cymru) 2013, daeth y Cynlluniau hyn yn ofyniad statudol ar
gyfer pob awdurdod lleol. Mae’r canllawiau statudol ar gyfer y Cynlluniau hyn yn gofyn i
awdurdodau lleol nodi sut maent yn bwriadu ehangu darpariaeth addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg.

Yn ychwanegol at hyn, mae Cynllun Gweithredu Cymraeg Ail laith wedi cyflwyno prosiect
mewn ysgolion cynradd dwy ysgol uwchradd i gefnogi dysgu Cymraeg drwy gyfrwng
pynciau’r cwricwlwm.

Mae’r Cynllun Sabothol Cenedlaethol hefyd yn cefnogi athrawon i ennill y sgiliau
angenrheidiol i ddysgu Cymraeg a phynciau drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg.

Felly mae gweithredu’r Strategaeth Addysg Cyfrwng Cymraeg yn mynd rhywfaint tuag at
gyflawni cais y ddeiseb. Beth bynnag. Mae’r Strategaeth hefyd yn cydnabod na fydd pob



rhiant yn dymuno i'w plant dderbyn addysg cyfrwng Cymraeg a dyna pam rydym yn
archwilio’r ffyrdd gorau o sicrhau bod y disgyblion hyn yn derbyn cyfleoedd i ddatblygu
sgiliau iaith Gymraeg sy’n cyfoethogi eu profiad o fyw mewn gwlad ddwyieithog.
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